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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 


On January 15, I welcomed the fact that the Soviet Union had 
forth arms control proposals which we hoped would help toteiM 
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/ the Soviet announcement appeared to be constructive and 
to build upon our proposals which we had earlier placed on thl 
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Soviet positions which present serious obstacles to progress? 
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I expressed to Mr. Gorbachev my desire to see proaress in kev »vma 
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area should be the deep cuts in US and Soviet offensive weanone 
which are now under negotiation in Geneva. weapons 

With respect to the concept advanced publicly by the General 
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terms at the negotiating table General Secretary Gorbachev's public 
offer to resolve any necessary verification issues. 

On the other hand, many of the specific details proposed in the 
subsequent phases of the Soviet "plan" are clearly not appropriate 
for consideration at this time. In our view, the total elimination 
of nuclear weapons will require, at the same time, the correction 
of the conventional and other force imbalances, full compliance 
with existing and future treaty obligations, peaceful resolution of 
regional conflicts in ways that allow free choice without outside 
interference and a demonstrated commitment by the Soviet Union to 
peaceful competition. Unfortunately, the details of the Soviet 
"plan" do not address these equally vital requirements. I would 
like to ( piake progress now on all of these fronts. 

While we will strive for progress across the board, one area where 
I hope we may be able to make immediate progress is in the 
negotiations on Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces. Today, our 
negotiators in Geneva have placed on the table a concrete plan 
calling for the elimination of U.S. Pershing II, Ground Launched 
Cruise Missiles and Soviet SS-20 missiles not only in Europe, but 
m Asia as well, with all such missiles to be removed from the face 
of the earth by the end of this decade. 

I call upon the leadership of the Soviet Union to study carefully 
the details of our new proposal in the spirit with which it has 
been offered, and to respond concretely at the negotiating table. 

I urge the Soviet Union to respond as well to the concrete and 
comprehensive proposals which the United States placed on the table 
in Geneva On November 1. These proposals covered all three areas 
of the NST negotiations. Our proposals on strategic nuclear arms 
as well as on defense and space arms unfortunately have gone 
unanswered. 

Let me emphasize that the place to make real progress in reducing 
nuclear and other forces is at. the confidential negotiating table. 
The United States is doing its,' part to foster in the Nuclear and 
Space Talks and other negotiations the practical give-and-take 
process which can lead to deep arms reductions. With an equal 
commitment by our Soviet negotiating partners, real progress is now 
within our reach. 
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